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known as New Scotland or Nova Scotia. James issued a charter
conveying all the territory now included in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and much besides, to Alexander, and even
instituted an order of Nova Scotian baronetcies in imitation of
the device for raising money for the plantation of Ulster.
Although the Scots, in general, were not attracted by the scheme,
expeditions were dispatched and landed at Port Royal, on the
Bay of Fundy. It was soon found, however, that these projects
conflicted with those of Richelieu, who had plans for the exten-
sion of French influence in Canada, and, when Charles I made
peace with France in 1629, the settlement was abandoned.
Equally unfortunate were the first English attempts to colo-
nize Guiana, which lay between the Spanish settlements on
the Main and those of the Portuguese in Brazil. When Raleigh
returned from his expedition against the Spanish possessions
in South America in 1595, he wrote a book called The Discoverie
of Guiana, describing explorations along the Orinoco River in
search of a gold mine at Manoa. His narrative attracted much
attention and led to several attempts at further exploration and
settlement. Sir Thomas Roe sailed up the Amazon and spent
over a year (1610-11) ranging over the country between that
river and the Orinoco, without finding any trace of the gold
supposed to abound in that region. Six years later came the
most famous Guiana expedition, headed by Raleigh himself,
who had been released from the Tower in order that he might
renew his search for the gold mine he had failed to find twenty
years before. He was strictly commanded by the king not to
invade Spanish territory. When Raleigh arrived at the mouth
of the Orinoco, he decided to remain there while a trusty
lieutenant proceeded up the river in quest of the gold mine.
On the way the Spaniards at San Thome were attacked, but
not defeated decisively enough to permit the English to continue
to advance. There was nothing to do, therefore, but to return
to Raleigh, who had perforce to abandon the expedition and
return home ignominiously. The Spaniards made angry com-
plaints to James about the attack on San Thome, and he
sacrificed Raleigh in order to appease those whose political
alliance he was seeking. Accordingly he had Raleigh executed
under the sentence passed on him in 1603.* In spite of the
failure of this Guianan expedition, several settlements were
1 See above, p. 2.